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1. SUMMARY. EMBASSY HAS PRESENTED DIPLOMATIC NOTE PROTESTING 
FINE LEVIED ON SHRIMP BOAT SEAFAIR. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON MAY 7, COUNSELLOR ECON/COMMERCIAL PRESENTED DIPLOMATIC 
NOTE TO PAULO PINHEIRO, NEW CHIEE OE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S 

BASIC PRODUCTS DIVISION, WHICH HANDLES FISHERIES ISSUES. IN 
COMMENTING ON THE NOTE, COUNSELOR MADE USE OF POINTS PARA- 
GRAPHS 2. A AND B REFTEL AND NOTED TEXTS OF APPLICABLE BRAZILIAN 
DECREE LAW, WHICH SUPPORT US POSITION. 

3. PINHEIRO SAID FOREIGN MINISTRY AND NAVY WOULD HAVE TO 
STUDY THE MATTER. HE SAID THAT ALMOST CONTINUOUS VIOLATIONS 
OF AGREEMENT OVER THE PAST YEAR HAD CAUSED CONSIDERABLE 
IRRITATION AND ILL FEELINGS IN NAVY CIRCLES, THAT PATROLLING 
HAD BEEN STEPPED UP, AND THAT VIOLATORS WOULD HENCE- 
FORTH BE BROUGHT INTO PORT. 
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THE MEETING PINHEIRO REFERRED TO QUOTE A CONFUSION UN- 
QUOTE (UMA CONFUSAO), LEAVING THE CLEAR IMPRESSION 
THAT THE BRAZILIAN POSITION HAD NOT BEEN THOUGHT THROUGH 
AND STAFFED OUT. HE ALSO NOTED THAT DECREE LAW NO. 

6276 WAS NEW, AND ALLOWED THE IMPOSITION OF MORE REASONABLE 
FINES AND PENALTIES IN PLACE OF THE DRASTIC 
PENALTIES OF THE OLD LAW (I.E., CONFISCATION OF THE 
VESSEL AND IMPRISONMENT OF THE CAPTAIN). HE CONCEDED 
THAT TO AVOID A HEAD-ON COLLISION OF THE TWO INDIVIDUAL 
CONCEPTIONS BRAZIL IN THE PAST HAD WINKED AT VIOLATIONS AND 
APPLIED THE BILATERAL AGREEMENT IMPROPERLY (I.E. TO 
CASES WHERE DOES NOT APPLY). WITH THE NEW LAW IN HAND, THE 
GOB APPARENTLY HAS FELT THAT IT COULD NOW LET THE NAVY 
STEP UP ENFORCEMENT, WITHOUT EXCESSIVELY SERIOUD DIPLO- 
MATIC CONSEQUENCES. 

CRIMMINS 
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